J!VDJA!V AiVTHR.QPOLOt]Y
CO!Vtjl\.fSS 2017
Organized by
The Department of Anthropology, Vidyasagar University, Midnapore- 721102, West Bengal
Under the aegis of
Indian National Confederation and Academy of Anthropologists (INCAA)

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT
Dated: 20.10.2016
Dear Colleague :
We are happy to announce that the Department of Anthropology, Vidyasagar University will
organize the Indian Anthropology Congress :2017 at Vidyasagar University, Midnapore,
West Bengal during 21-23 February, 2017 under the aegis of the Indian National
Confederation and Academy of Anthropologists (INCAA). The Focal Theme of the Congress
is Shaping New India : Role of Anthropology and Anthropologists (Synopsis - I atmexed).
During the Congress, INCAA proposes to organize the Round Table : 2017 on Multiculturalism, Centrality, and State (Synopsis - II annexed). The Anthropology Congress :
2017 will also organise two memorial lectures in honour of Prof. B. M. Das and Prof. S. C.
Dube. Besides, two Plenary Sessions on (i) Weaker Sections and the State Initiative and (ii)
Female Health and Disease Studies : Anthropological Interventions, plus several
Technical/Scientific as well as Special Sessions will be held during the Congress. In this
connection, individual scholars are invited to propose Plenary Sessions around any of the
sub-themes for due consideration of the Organizing Committee.
When we approach prospective collaborators and funding agencies to make the Congress a
success, we also solicit active support and cooperation from the members of INCAA in this
regard.
The titles ofthe Sub-Themes follow:
01. Biological Variations:Trends of Research and Search for Indian Standards
02. Digging the past and bridging the present: Practicing Archaeology,Museology, and
Conservation in India
03. Language, culture and identity: Indian Scenario
04. Putting the peoplefirst: Applications of anthropological knowledge in human
development
05. Land, Water and Forest:Environment,Conservation and Rights
06. Health and Nutrition: Bio-cultural Perspectives
07. Pluralism, State and the Marginalized:Rights, Social Justice & Empowerment
08. Social Exclusion and Inclusive policies
09. Junglemahal: Past, Present and Future
10. Minority Studies: Trends and Trajectories
11. Conditions of Child, Women, and the Old: Anthropological Understanding
12. Transforming Rural India: Tribe, Caste, and Village
13. Traditional Knowledge and Sustainable Development
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14.Cyber world, e-governance and challenges of Anthropology in the digital era
15. Folklore and Anthropology
16. Tribal, Folk, and Rock Art in the era of Globalization
17. Anthropology and History: Mutual reinforcement
18. Empirical and Policy Issues around natural resources
19. Molecular Anthropology: Opening Vistas
20. Ethical Issues in different sub-fields of Anthropology

Other Events:
Exhibition
Book Exhibition (Participants can contribute their publications for exhibition and/or sale)
Documentary Film Shows
Governing Council Meeting of !NCAA
Annual General Meeting of !NCAA
Cultural Programme
Faculties, professionals, research scholars and students are cordially invited to participate and
contribute research papers to the Indian Anthropology Congress : 2017. Further details
about the Congress will be circulated in due course
With best wishes and warm regards,
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(Prof. Dipak K Midya)
Organizing Secretary
Indian Anthropology Congress 2017
E-mail: incaa.iac20 17rwomail.corn
Mob.:07797959146/ 09433278378
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(Prof. Kishor K Basa)
Member-Secretary, INCAA
E-mail: kishorkbasa58@gmail.com
Mob: 08895615636

Annexure -1
Indian Anthropology Congress 2017
Shaping New India: Role of Anthropology and Anthropologists

In this superfast era of global communication and rising disparities in wealth and power
between nations and populations, Anthropologists in India can ill afford to be the passive
observers complacent with earning the tag as 'Merchants of astonishment' or 'Hunters of
biological and cultural oddities' in an 'ethnological paradise'. Unlike their Western
colleagues, the Indian anthropologists can no longer rummage around for the 'cultural
others', neither view themselves as the 'marginal natives' between the elites and the
underdogs.
About seventy five years ago, an Indian pioneer among the professional anthropologists
envisioned an Anthropology committed to the cause of undertaking the mighty task of
nation building. Tarak Chandra Das ( 1898 - 1964 ), in his somewhat neglected Presidential
Address on Cultural Anthropology in the Service ofthe Individual and the Nation delivered
at the Anthropology Section of the Indian Science Congress Association meeting held in
Banaras in 1941, offered his brilliant ethnographic observations about the immense
potential of Anthropology as an applied science for the overall development of the Indian
population. One of the most important sections in the said Address was on Anthropology
in Education toward developing an appropriate model suitable to meet the just cause of
specific communities. Das, by the way, was rather caustic in highlighting the colossal waste
of public money by the then administration for establishment of traditional schools in tribal
areas. Have we really progressed much since?
The anthropologists of the British Empire, particularly the Census Officials in India
meticulously recorded the biological and cultural diversities of the Indian populations. Sir
H. H. Risley (1851-1911 ), for example, not only enumerated the people of the country but
also took anthropometric measurements of them for a possible racial classification of the
people of India. The colonial rulers were also engaged in enactment of various legislations
like land laws, forest acts, and laws about the use of other natural resources toward smooth
governance that in turn had profound bio-cultural impacts on human population, society,
and culture. Who, other than the anthropologists, are better equipped in collecting data at
the micro-level and providing meaningful explanations about how laws of the nation
operated on its citizenry? In this context the following issues seem imp01iant:
(i)

The conjoined study of socio-economic conditions and biological survival of the
people at the micro-level still remains the job of anthropologists.

(ii)

Apart from socio-economic impact, the anthropologists also study the effects of
any external input on the biology and culture of human populations in terms of
health, nutrition, and demography.

(iii)

Knowing the insider's view is another task for the anthropologists which has
immense potential toward nation building and democratic governance.
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What should be the prime task of the anthropologists in India today?
The organizers of this Congress strongly believe that the major task for the anthropologists
at this juncture of human history would be to generate a scientific and reliable database
through serious fieldwork on the impact of the State and its methods of governance on
various tribal and non-tribal populations of India. Instead of collecting data on specific
tribes, castes, and other minorities as cultural curiosities, the anthropologists need to
reshape their strategy toward recording in every detail the impact of the gigantic apparatus
on the people, who by and large were treated as the 'cultural others' or 'biological subjects'.
Shaping a new India is a task in which Anthropology and the anthropologists can
effectively participate toward building several bridges, no matter how much modest the
output could be between the governed and their govemors. Let us join the Congress to
rebuild a nation, sensitive to the hopes and realities of her populace.
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(SYNOPSIS- II}
INDIAN ANTHROPOLOGY CONGRESS: 2017
ROUND TABLE: 2017

ON MULTI-CULTURALISM, CENTRALITY, AND THE STATE

In the overall scheme of evolutionary sequences, with certain rare aberrations apart, the
pulsating movements of opposed tendencies like 'Pluralism' vs. 'Unification'; 'Multi-Culturalism'
vs. 'Centrality'; 'Differentiation' vs. 'Solidarity'; and such others are conspicuously evident.
Illustrations of such pulsating tendencies drawn from various sub-disciplines of Anthropology
when taken together, they not only demonstrate inter-sub-disciplinary solidarity of the
discipline as such, at the same time the knowledge could very well be useful aids to establish
relevance of assorted anthropological findings with the general theories. In contemporary
Anthropology the world over, such initiatives are rarely visible. In India, in particular, they are
seldom evident. The results are obvious: when other academic disciplines treat anthropological
data with respect, they hardly acknowledge any attempts for their interpretation whatsoever.
Despite the fact that the strength of professionally trained human scientists in India could be a
matter of envy for many other nations and the total output of their academic contributions is
fairly voluminous, the impact of their presence is neither that conspicuous in researches,
teaching, or application. As a result, quite often we encounter serious questions regarding the
relevance of Human Science for the benefit of the society. "Science for science's sake" is a fairly
powerful dictum though, any question about its very relevance is also equally welcome. The bulk
of anthropological literature in India bear evidences of "repeat performances" or "uncritical
absorption" of what have already been done by our Western colleagues. Let there be a free flow
of knowledge from any direction but if they, instead of being innovative, merely add to the placid
pool of information, there may not be many buyers for that knowledge.
The lone voice of Oswald Spengler (1961) could not generate sufficient force during his life time
to alter the pre-dominating Western trends of thoughts emerging primarily out oftheir successes
in industrial revolution though, his The Decline of the West outlined an approach corroborating
the pulsating movements, the influence of which could not altogether be ignored. It is important,
therefore, to be innovative in research, teaching, as well as application of knowledge. The State,
consolidation of which is based primarily out of social and cultural experiences of the NorthAtlantic nations, has emerged as an apparatus of governance the world over. Even the States
could not altogether be indifferent about periodic oscillating tendencies. This suggests the need
for serious innovative exercises toward research, teaching, and application of knowledge.
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